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European Council president donald 
tusk said on thursday he would 
like the global community to show 
solidarity regarding the refugee crisis 
and recognise it is a global problem. 
tusk said he would seek g7 support 
and commitment to increasing global 
assistance for the immediate and long-
term needs of refugees.

prime Minister alexis tsipras said on 
Wednesday night that the agreement 
reached following a Eurogroup meeting 
in brussels would usher in a “period of 
stability” but the international Monetary 
Fund indicated that it might not remain 
involved in the program because of 
differences with the eurozone over 
debt relief for greece.

The euro zone gave Greece its firmest 
offer yet of debt relief in what finance 
ministers called a breakthrough deal 
that won a commitment from the iMF 
finally to return to taking part in the 
bailout for athens.

after talks that lasted into the small 
hours of Wednesday, the Eurogroup 
ministers gave a nod to releasing 10.3 
billion euros (£8 billion) in new funds 
for greece in recognition of painful 
fiscal reforms pushed through by Prime 
Minister alexis tsipras’s leftist-led 
coalition, subject to some final technical 
tweaks.

but a bigger step forward was a deal 
by which the euro zone agreed to 
offer athens debt relief in 2018 if that 
is necessary to meet agreed criteria on 
its payments burden. that was enough 
to secure an agreement from the 
international Monetary Fund to again 
join the euro zone in funding the bailout 
of greece.

“We achieved a major breakthrough on 
greece which enables us to enter a new 
phase in the Greek financial assistance 
programme,” Eurogroup president 
Jeroen Dijsselbloem, the Dutch finance 
minister, told a news conference. “this 
is stretching what i thought would have 
been possible not so long ago.”

acknowledging the “political capital” 
European ministers invested to reach 
the deal -- a nod to strong german 
objections to debt relief -- dijsselbloem 
called it a “new phase” in a six-year 
drama to stabilise Greece’s finances that 
has taken the 16-year-old euro zone to 
the brink of break-up.
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the European Commission on Wednesday unveiled 
initiatives for its digital single market strategy that could 
upend how 500 million people watch entertainment, buy 
online and use internet platforms.

http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-g7-summit-japan-eu-idUKKCN0YH02N
http://www.ekathimerini.com/209004/article/ekathimerini/news/greece-ponders-eurogroup-deal-as-doubts-emerge-over-imf-role
http://www.ekathimerini.com/208974/article/ekathimerini/news/eurozone-hails-breakthrough-with-greece-imf-debt-deal


The Herald & The Agenda is published by New Direction - The Foundation for European Reform asbl established under Belgian law as anon-profit association, registered 
under 0820210719, in cooperation with eStat.cz – EFEKTIVNÍ STÁT, civic association, DIC: CZ27019942. This publication has been realized with the financial support of 
the european parliament (ep). The ep is not responsible for the content of this publication. neither this publication nor any part of it may be reproduced without prior 
permission. new direction - and estat.cz are not responsible for the published material. all rights reserved. © 2015, new direction - The foundation for european reform 
40 rue d’arlon, bruxelles, 1000 belgium. Tel: +32 2 808 7847.  

26 may, 2016

plans to force online retailers to open their websites to customers across the 
Eu could reduce consumer choice, ECr MEps have warned. the European 
Commission yesterday published a raft of proposals covering online sales 
and internet audio visual services.

new rUles shoUld Underpin, noT 
Undermine, The digiTal economy
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ukrainian servicewoman nadiya Savchenko was heading home on a plane 
from russian captivity on Wednesday, part of an exchange for two russians 
detained in ukraine.

freed Ukrainian piloT reTUrns home 
To hero’s welcome
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Former uK prime Minister gordon brown on Wednesday called for European 
cash for towns and cities struggling to cope with the refugee crisis, in a bid 
to convince 14 million undecided brexit referendum voters to back staying in 
the Eu. 

gordon brown calls for eU migraTion 
cash To sway Undecided brexiT voTers

read more
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out of all persons in the European union (Eu) who were unemployed in the 
third quarter 2015, 64.0% (12.5 million persons) remained unemployed in the 
fourth quarter 2015, while 17.7% (3.5 million) moved into employment and 
18.4% (3.6 million) towards economic inactivity in Q4 2015.

18% of Unemployed persons in The eU 
foUnd a job

read more

France has started using its strategic oil reserves for the first time since 2010 
to counter union blockades of its refineries, the French oil industry federation 
said on Wednesday. over the past week.

france Uses sTraTegic oil reserves 
To coUnTer refinery blockade

read more
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http://ecrgroup.eu/news/new-rules-should-underpin-not-undermine-the-digital-economy/
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/freed-ukrainian-pilot-returns-home-to-hero-s-welcome-1.2660145
http://www.euractiv.com/section/uk-europe/news/gordon-brown-calls-for-eu-migration-cash-to-sway-undecided-brexit-voters/
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/7333760/3-25052016-AP-EN.pdf/841b0e42-a327-4b59-989b-bafea74a9877
http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-france-politics-oil-reserves-idUKKCN0YG1H9
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eUropean parliamenT
• 8:30 the plenary session continues in brussels. On the final draft agenda: 
DEBATES: Measures to address the crisis in the dairy sector - oral questions 
(rapporteur Czesław Adam Siekierski, Epp), Virtual currencies (rapporteur 
Jakob von Weizsäcker, S&d), the Single Market strategy (rapporteur lara 
comi, EPP). 11:30 VOTES followed by explanations of votes: Mobilisation of 
the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund: application EGF/2015/010 
FR/MoryGlobal (rapporteur Anneli Jäätteenmäki,  S&d), Mobilisation of the 
European Globalisation Adjustment Fund: application EGF/2015/011 GR/
Supermarket Larissa (rapporteur liadh ní riada, GUE/NGL), Provisional 
measures in the area of international protection for the benefit of Sweden 
(rapporteur Ska Keller, Greens/EFA), 71st session of the UN General Assembly 
(rapporteur andrey kovatchev, EPP), Transatlantic data flows - motions for 
resolutions, delivering a new deal for energy consumers (rapporteur Theresa 
Griffin, S&D), Poverty: a gender perspective (rapporteur maria arena,  S&d), 
non-tariff barriers in the Single Market (rapporteur daniel dalton, ECr), the 
Single Market strategy (rapporteur lara comi, Epp).

• 15:00 President of the European Parliament martin schulz gives a keynote 
speech at the “national convention on the european Union” (Congress Hall, 
Hlboká cesta 2, bratislava).

• new initiatives to allow consumers and companies to buy and sell products and 
services online more easily across the eU were welcomed by most MEps in a 
debate with Commission Vice-president for the digital Single Market, andrus 
ansip, on Wednesday. parliament will co-decide on equal footing with the 
Eu Council of Ministers on the Digital Single Market legislative proposals.

eUropean commission
• yesterday’s eurogroup agreement represents a breakthrough in several 
ways. it opens the way not only for the disbursement of the second tranche 
of the ESM programme amounting to Eur 10.3 bn but also for measures on 
debt relief, which will be implemented on a gradual basis. above all, it will 
serve to create the conditions for the return of confidence, which is essential 
for a lasting economic recovery in greece.

• the European Investment Bank has agreed to provide £525 million to build 
the new beatrice windfarm 14 km off the Caithness coast, near Wick in north-
east Scotland, UK. This transaction benefits from the support of the european 
fund for strategic investments, the heart of the investment plan for Europe.

• the total number of galileo satellites now in orbit has reached 14, following 
the successful launch of two more satellites from Europe’s Spaceport in 
French guyana on tuesday.

who when where 
• The 42nd edition of the g7 is held under Japanese presidency. the European 
union will be jointly represented by the president of the European 
Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker, and the president of the European Council, 
Donald Tusk (ise-Shima, Japan).

• a two-day ‘brain forum 2016’ starts in Lausanne, Switzerland. the forum 
connects researchers, engineers, healthcare professionals, entrepreneurs, 

industrialists, investors, funding 
agencies and policy makers, to 
advance our understanding of how 
the brain works and to accelerate the 
application of that understanding to 
human needs.

• 10:30 cesT human rights conference 
holds on in belfast. northern ireland 
ombudsman will be speaking at the 
conference on the topic of think 
Regional, Think Global: Human 
rights Challenges for ombudsmen 
and Human rights institutions in the 
21st Century.

• Saturday 10:00 ‘open days’ takes 
place in brussels. the European 
parliament and other Eu institutions 
will give citizens a chance to 
discover their daily work at the 24th 
edition of the open days.
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