
Support The herald by donating at www.newdirectionfoundation.org

newdirectionfoundation.org follow us @europeanreform

THE HERALD

23 february, 2016

the European Commission has said it 
has “no plan b” in the event that the uK 
chooses to leave the European union, as 
downing Street dismissed suggestions 
of a second referendum.  

the pound posted its biggest one-day 
loss in almost six years on Monday on 
concerns of a possible british exit from 
the Eu, adding to the pressure on prime 
Minister david Cameron as he mounted 
a defense of his deal to keep the country 
in the bloc.

thousands of migrants and refugees 
have been stranded near athens and 
on greece’s northern border after 
Macedonia stopped allowing afghans 
in.

More than 5,000 people were stuck 
at or near the border and at one point 
several tried to storm the fence. Four 
thousand more arrived by sea from the 
aegean islands at piraeus port.

Macedonia said on Sunday it was 
following other governments by 
allowing in only Syrians and iraqis.

greece protested against the decision.
after Syrians, afghans made up the 
second largest number of people 
seeking asylum in the Eu in 2015, 
according to official figures.

the Macedonian move came three days 
after austria imposed a daily limit of 80 
asylum claims on its southern border.

Although EU officials said the Austrian 
limit was incompatible with human 
rights conventions, balkan states 
along the migrant route from greece 
responded by implementing their own 
restrictions.

in the past year, the vast majority 
of migrants and refugees arriving in 
Europe have taken the route through 
greece, in the hope of claiming asylum 
in germany or other Eu countries. 
More than 1.1 million people arrived in 
germany alone in 2015.

Eu police agency Europol said on 
Monday that 90% of them had used a 
“facilitation service”, offered mainly by 
criminal smuggling groups.
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people-smuggling gangs netted up to 6 billion euros ($6.6 
billion) last year, most of it from the traffic of migrants into 
Europe, the European union’s police agency Europol said in a 
report issued on Monday.

http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/eu-commission-has-no-plan-b-if-the-uk-leaves-union-1.2544151
http://uk.reuters.com/article/us-britain-eu-idUKKCN0VU0DC
�http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35629921
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interior Minister thomas de Maiziere has given Europe two weeks to 
implement measures agreed last week’s Eu summit - if not “other measures 
will be necessary”, he warned.
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a collapse of Europe’s Schengen passport-free travel zone could cost the 
European union up to 1.4 trillion euros (1.1 trillion pounds) over the next 
decade, a study by germany’s bertelsmann Foundation showed on Monday.
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italian prime Minister Matteo renzi on Monday defended his score card after 
two years in power and said he was “hungry” to push on with reforms at home 
and in Europe. “italy is no longer Europe’s problem. italy is strong, solid, but it 
still has lots to do and I still have the same hunger I had the first day in office,” 
he told journalists at the Foreign press association in rome.
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yesterday the European Commission launched its EuropoL European 
Migrant Smuggling Centre (EMSC) in the Hague, which will proactively 
support Eu Member States in dismantling criminal networks involved in 
organized migrant smuggling.

welCome for new mission To smash 
people TraffiCKers
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an important indicator of the eurozone’s economic health dipped to its 
lowest level in more than a year in February, raising the chances of a more 
aggressive policy response from the European Central bank next month.

eurozone pmi falls To lowesT in a 
year
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http://www.thelocal.de/20160222/dont-dump-asylum-seekers-on-us-germany-tells-austria
http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-europe-economy-schengen-idUKKCN0VV0QX
http://www.euractiv.com/section/future-eu/news/italys-renzi-hungry-for-change-in-europe/
http://ecrgroup.eu/news/welcome-for-new-mission-to-smash-people-traffickers/
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/2a6f470e-d94b-11e5-98fd-06d75973fe09.html#axzz40vIFhDIn
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european parliamenT
• 9:00 Committee on foreign affairs. the agenda includes: 2015 report on 
Montenegro (rapporteur Charles Tannock, ECr). 11.30 discussion with Vp/
Hr federica mogherini on the conflicts in the MENA region and the refugee 
crisis. 15:00 discussion with nabih berri, Speaker of the Lebanese parliament. 
16.00 jointly with the SEdE and in association with the delegation for 
relations with the nato parliamentary assembly - exchange of views with 
the Secretary general of nato, Jens stoltenberg, on nato priorities for 
2016 and the July 2016 nato Summit in Warsaw (Jan – 2Q2).
• 9:00 Committee on budgetary Control. the agenda includes: discharge 
2014: Eu general budget - Council and European Council (rapporteur ryszard 
Czarnecki, ECr) (aSp – 1g-3).
• 9:00 Committee on employment and social affairs. the agenda includes: 
discussion with James Calleja, director of the European Centre for the 
development of Vocational training (Jan – 6Q2).
• 9:00 Committee on the environment, public health and food safety. the 
agenda includes: discussion with andrea ammon, acting director of ECdC, 
Mandatory indication of the country of origin or place of provenance for 
certain foods (adoption of questions for oral answer, co-rapporteurs renate 
sommer, Epp, glenis willmott, S&d, Julie girling, ECr, anneli Jäätteenmäki, 
aLdE, lynn boylan, guE/ngL, michèle rivasi, greens/EFa, piernicola 
pedicini, efdd, Matteo Salvini, EnF) (Jan – 4Q2).
• 9:00 Committee on industry, research and energy. the agenda includes: 
Structured dialogue European parliament - European Commission - 
discussion with Tibor navracsics, Commissioner for Education, Culture, 
youth and Sport (SpH – 1a002).
• 9:00 Committee on the internal market and Consumer protection. the 
agenda includes: Control of the acquisition and possession of weapons 
(discussion, rapporteur vicky ford, ECr), discussion with pierre moscovici, 
Commissioner responsible for Economic and Financial affairs, taxation and 
Customs (aSp – 3g-3).
• 9:00 Committee on agriculture and rural development. the agenda 
includes: animal Health (vote on draft recommendation for second reading, 
rapporteur Jasenko selimovic, aLdE) (Jan – 4Q1).
• 9:00 Committee on Constitutional affairs. the agenda includes: 
renegotiation of the united Kingdom constitutional relationship with the 
European union – discussion with Jonathan faull, Head of the Commission 
task Force for Strategic issues related to the uK referendum, annual report 
2014 on subsidiarity and proportionality (rapporteur for the opinion Kazimierz 
Michał Ujazdowski, ECr) (aSp – 3E-2).
• 9:00 Committee on petitions. the agenda includes: Hearing on taking 
citizens’ concerns seriously: broadening the scope of the Eu Charter on 
Fundamental rights (aSp – 3g2).
• 10:00 Committee on economic and monetary affairs. the agenda includes: 
11:15 appointment of a new Executive director of the European insurance and 
occupational pensions authority - discussion with fausto parente, selected 
candidate for the position. appointment of a new Executive director of 
the European insurance and occupational pensions authority (adoption of 
draft report), European deposit insurance Scheme (First exchange of views, 
rapporteur esther de lange, ppE) (pSH – 3C50).
• 15:00 Committee on budgets. the agenda includes: Estimates of revenue 
and expenditure for the financial year 2017 – Section I – European Parliament 
- discussion in the presence of Vice-presidents of the European parliament 
responsible for the budget and the Secretary general, Klaus welle (rapporteur 

indrek Tarand, greens/EFa) (aSp - 
5g-3).
• 16:30 president of the European 
parliament martin schulz will meet 
dietmar woidke, Minister president 
of brandenburg (pSH, grand Salon 
protocolaire).

european 
Commission
• yesterday, the Commission, in 
partnership with the european 
investment bank (Eib), published 
guidelines to help local authorities 
and project promoters make full use 
of the opportunities of combining 
european structural and investment 
(esi) funds with the european fund 
for strategic investments, the heart 
of the investment plan for Europe. 

who when where 
• 9:00 enrd workshop on ‘financing 
opportunities for projects – The 
investment plan for europe’ takes 
place in thon Hotel in brussels. 
Commissioner for agriculture and 
rural development phil hogan gives 
a speech there.
• 10:00 ‘international conference on 
enforcement in a europe without 
borders’ holds on amsterdam. 
(Marine Etablissement amsterdam).
• 12:30 a two-day ‘Citizens’ energy 
forum’ starts in London. (business 
design Centre, 52 upper Street).
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